[A case of stage IV b pancreatic head cancer that was resected because of a good response to chemotherapy].
The prognosis of Stage IV b pancreatic cancer is extremely poor; the mean survival time is 2-4 months. However, new anticancer agents can improve the outcome of advanced pancreatic cancer. We present the case of a 50-year-old female patient with Stage IV b pancreatic head cancer with invasion to the superior mesenteric vein(SMV)and multiple liver metastases. The patient received S-1 as first-line chemotherapy. Three months later, a further CT scan showed reduction of the pancreatic tumor, disappearance of the liver metastases, and reduction in SMV invasion. Therefore, a subtotal stomach-preserving pancreatoduodenectomy with partial SMV resection was performed. Following surgery, the patient received S-1 chemotherapy again. However, lung metastasis appeared. Despite the initiation of gemcitabine(GEM)treatment, the patient developed metastases in other parts of the lung and the abdominal wall. She died 46 months after surgery, but it is noteworthy that the liver metastases were manageable. The combination of chemotherapy and surgery was effective in prolonging survival in this patient with Stage IV b pancreatic head cancer.